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The shell grotto at Newhailes 
House (right)

The Jake Harvey sculpture at 
Newcraighall commemorates 
the coal mining communities 

which formerly flourished here 

The Engine Shed 
at St. Leonard's 
now houses a 
bakery and cafe

ORGANISATIONS

Whether you're cycling or walking, you're bound to meet 
someone else on these routes. Be sensible when you're 
using Edinburgh's off-road paths... 

Look out for others 
Look out for yourself!

Useful information
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SPOKES, the Lothian Cycle Campaign, produces cycle 
maps for Edinburgh and the Lothians. Available in all good 
book and bike shops or online at  £4.95 each (post free). 
 

We want you to enjoy Edinburgh's path networks safely 
and comfortably. CLARENCE can help. So, when you 
see a problem, don't ignore it - report it to CLARENCE. 

Freephone: 
CLARENCE 0800 23 23 23 
or e-mail: 
clarence@edinburgh.gov.uk

The Bike Station renovates and recycles donated 
bikes with the help of volunteers. It offers DIY bike fixing 
facilities, bike maintenance training and cycle training for 
novice and nervous cyclists! 

c/o Railtrack Reception
Platform One 
Waverley Station
Edinburgh EH1 1BB
tel: 0131 558 2647
www.thebikestation.org.uk

St. Martin’s Church 
232 Dalry Road 
Edinburgh EH11 2JG 
Tel: 0131 313 2114
www.spokes.org.uk 

16a Randolph Crescent
Edinburgh EH3 7TT  
Tel: 0131 539 8122
www.sustrans.org.uk

SAFETY

Sustrans - the sustainable transport charity - works on 
practical projects to encourage people to walk, cycle 
and use public transport in order to reduce motor traffic 
and its adverse effects. 



Discover Edinburgh by 
bike or on foot using  
tranquil off-road paths
Places of interest • Links to other paths

...car-free!

EXPLORING
EDINBURGH
EXPLORING
EDINBURGH

It is possible to walk or cycle from Edinburgh's 
Old Town to Musselburgh, in East Lothian, 
on paths and quiet roads. The opening of the 
CrossRail line means you could even cover some 
of your journey by rail. Bikes are carried free on 
all ScotRail trains. No booking is required on any 
service in the Edinburgh area. 

The northern end of the route along the Innocent 
Railway Path begins at Holyrood Road and passes 
through Dumbiedykes and steeply on to St. 
Leonard’s along Edinburgh’s first segregated walk 
and cycle path. Other ‘feeder’ routes come from 
Marchmont and the Meadows area. 

The route passes the Engine Shed. This fine 
building contains a bakery and a pleasant cafe 
where you could meet and plan your journey. 
Next comes The Tunnel. It’s over 170 years old 
and was on one of the earliest railway lines in 
Scotland - the Edinburgh and Dalkeith. It was 
nicknamed “The Innocent” because it’s trains 
were horse drawn. Steam engines, at that time, 
were quite dangerous.  

The path passes Duddingston Loch, which is 
hidden behind trees. After crossing the Braid 
Burn on a bridge which uses the original 19th 
century cast iron beams, the path stops for the 
busy Duddingston Road West. Take care here. 
Then continue on the other side of the road 
between the South Suburban railway line and 
Duddingston Golf Course to Bingham. You'll see a 
different burn at Jewel Park -the Brunstane Burn. 

The path here takes you through the Brunstane 
Burn Community Woodland, then along a 
narrow path where you can view what must be 
the only thatched house in Edinburgh with its 
own landscaped golf course!  

The outstanding Newhailes House retains the feel of a 
lived in home that spans the ages (top)  

Innocent Railway Tunnel at St. Leonards (front)

The new CrossRail line at Brunstane (left) 

The route opens out by some new houses and 
continues to Edinburgh Road. However, turn right 
into the woodland. Once through the gate you 
will find yourself in the grounds of Newhailes 
House. This jewel is now owned by the National 
Trust for Scotland (0131 653 5599 for opening 
details as they depend on time of year). Booking 
is advised at peak times. The grounds are open 
all year round and contain a variety of interesting 
structures, including a shell grotto. There are picnic 
tables here, and the visitor centre has a cafe. NTS 
requests that cyclists dismount in the grounds.  

After seeing the house you could retrace your 
steps or complete a circular route back to 
Brunstane Station. You could go even through 
the former mining village of Newcraighall to 
Newcraighall Station to catch a train to Waverley, 
or as far as Dunblane! 

There are many other possibilities for an 
extended day out on this route.  Explore 
Portobello, full of clues to its industrial and 
holiday resort past, including two bottle shaped 
kilns behind The Promenade. Walk or cycle as far 
as Fisherrow Harbour and on into Musselburgh. 
Or maybe follow the River Esk, detouring to 
Inveresk Village for a stroll round the secluded 
Inveresk Lodge Garden, before heading back to 
Musselburgh or Newcraighall Railway Stations.  
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